


 

 

 
In developing its assessment criteria, TEC should consider the following: 

a. impact of the investment – the extent to which the initiatives proposed will 
contribute toward the purpose of the fund and have an impact for learners on a 
whole-of-system level; 

b. system equity gains – the initiatives proposed will focus on underserved 
learners and will contribute to system-level equity gains; 

c. cultural impact – the initiatives proposed are culturally conscious and honour 
Te Tiriti o Waitangi as part of removing barriers for learners;  

d. accelerating learner success – the TEO must demonstrate the ability to use 
the funding to accelerate progress in achieving equity of education outcomes;  

e. capacity for co-investment – the TEO must have the resources to co-invest in 
the initiatives it proposes; and 

f. alignment with Learner Success Plan – the extent to which the initiatives for 
which the TEO proposes to use the funding are consistent with the TEO's 
Learner Success Plan. 

 
The Tūwhitia – Accelerating Learner Success Fund has been established within the existing 
‘Access to and Success in Tertiary Education’ category of the Tertiary Tuition and Training 
Multi-Category Appropriation (the MCA) for this purpose. Funding can be transferred to this 
fund from funds across the MCA that have typically been used for additional volume-based 
funding for TEOs. Up to $5 million can be transferred in the 2023/2024 financial year, and up 
to $10 million in each subsequent financial year.  
 
I delegate to the Tertiary Education Commission, under section 409(1)(j) of the Education and 
Training Act 2020, authority to pay funding: 

• to TEOs that meet the eligibility criteria; 

• whose applications best meet the assessment criteria; and 

• of up to $5 million in the 2023/2024 financial year, and up to $10 million in each 
subsequent year.  

 
I expect the TEC to develop and publish conditions for TEOs that receive this funding, 
including conditions that: 

• funding may be recovered from a TEO if the TEO does not comply with funding 
conditions imposed by the TEC; 

• a TEO must publish and share information about the initiatives for which it receives 
funding, including progress updates and outputs that could be implemented or scaled 
up in other TEOs; and 

• TEOs must give the TEC any information that it requests, including information 
regarding a TEO's financial status. 

 
I expect the TEC to: 

• report to me regularly about the initiatives for which the TEC has provided funding; 

• publish information on initiatives it has funded; 

• disseminate lessons learned from the initiatives funded to improve outcomes for the 
tertiary education system; and 

• report on this fund in its Annual Report. 
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